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Abstract
This thesis studied the attitude of people in the United States toward the idea of socialism. The first section
of my thesis examined how people define socialism, and whether there is any definition that is common
among a large group of people. It also looked to see if this definition was different than their definition of
democratic socialism. The next section addressed people’s support of a bill or political candidate identified
as a socialist. The goal was to see if people would be willing to support a candidate or bill with socialist
ideas, but shy away when they see the word “socialist.” The effects of this label were then examined across
party lines to see if it had different results among Democrats and Republicans.

Disclaimer
All participants in this research were informed that the information they were provided was fictional and
why using fictional information was necessary.

Acknowledgements
First, I would like to thank Christopher Devine. Without his constant mentorship through this process I
would never have been able to achieve the results that I did. It is no exaggeration to say that I could not
have done this without him. I have learned so much from him in the classroom and out, and there was never
a moment in which I was discouraged in my project thanks to his support. I would like to thank my parents
for their support and helping me read over my thesis to make sure I make sense. Lastly, I would like to
thank Bro. Ray Fitz. Bro. Ray introduced me to the world of research as a first year and gave me ample
room to grow as a professional and person under his leadership.

Table of Contents

Abstract

Title Page

Introduction

1

Hypotheses

2

Literature Review

4

Methods

11

Demographics

16

Results

17

Discussion

28

Conclusion

33

Bibliography

34

